
Maryknoll Alumnae Association of New York (MAANY) – 2024 Year in Review 

2024 was a year full of mixed emotions. We mourned the passing of our beloved Sr. Jeanne Houlihan and Sr. Ann 
Carol Brielmaier, and at the same time, welcomed many Maryknollers (both alumnae and current students) to the 
Sisters Center, a wish expressed by Sr. Jeanne in her final days. There were also fun activities worth mentioning. 
We grouped the events throughout the year into 4 categories: Celebrating our Sisters, Supporting Events & 
Projects, Alumnae/Students Visits & MAANY activities.  

Celebrating our Sisters 

The year began with birthday celebrations - in January, the 101st birthday of Sr. Betty Ann Maheu, one of the 
founding members of our MCS Foundation in Hong Kong; and in February Sr. Jeanne Houlihan’s 93rd birthday.  

 

 

Sr. Jeanne’s health declined rapidly and on March 
26th, she went home to God. She had been a 
Maryknoll Sister for 72 years and served in Hong 
Kong at MCS for most of that time. Many in the tri-
state area attended her wake on April 4th, and over 
20 MCS alumnae and families (children and 
grandchildren) attended her memorial mass on April 
5th, some of them coming from as far away as Hong 
Kong and Canada. Three alumnae who were at her 
bedside on her last day had the honor of serving as 
pall bearers at her funeral.   

On June 4th, Sr. Ann Carol Brielmaier passed 
away.  She was a few months short of her 100th 
birthday and had been a Maryknoll Sister for 81 
years. There was a celebration of life for Sister Ann 
Carol on June 20th & 21st. Seven alumnae from MCS 
and MSS where she had taught attended the 
memorial mass. She was the last principal of MSS 
before the school was turned over to the Columban 
Sisters. A couple of us had the honor to do readings 
at her service.             
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On the celebratory front, August marked Sr. Joanna Chan’s 60th Anniversary celebration. She was honored by 
Transfiguration Church in Chinatown where her work made a tremendous impact on the Chinese community. Sr. 
Nonie Gutzler, who had served in Taiwan for many years, was also honored. Several Maryknoll Sisters and a few 
alumnae attended the celebration. 

         

 
 

We also celebrated the retirement of Sr. Teresa Leung as Alumnae Liaison. Sr. Teresa had worked tirelessly 
over the years to facilitate our connection with the Sisters Center. After it was announced in March that she would 
be retiring at 92 years young, the Steering Committee organized a series of luncheons for her in May, thanking 
her for her service to the alumnae community.  

       
 

In October, we celebrated Sr. Teresa’s 93rd birthday! 
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Supporting Events & Projects 

In March, we sponsored an ad in the printed program for the Maryknoll Sisters’ Spring Concert, an annual 
fundraiser held to support their missions. 

Fall 2024 marked the 20th year of the establishment of the MCS Foundation in Hong Kong. We worked with Sr. 
Betty Ann Maheu to produce a video for the 20th Anniversary celebration in September in Hong Kong.  The video 
was subsequently shown to the Primary and Secondary School students on Maryknoll Day. As a former founding 
member of the Foundation, she expressed her delight and extended her good wishes to the Foundation. 

On October 4th, the Maryknoll Sisters had their biennial fundraising gala. It took place at the famed Rainbow 
Room at Rockefeller Center in Manhattan. Our association sponsored an ad in the program book, as well as 
contributed photos of former students with Sisters, featured in the “Alumnae Tribute” portion of the evening.  Sr. 
Betty Ann Maheu, Sr. Joanna Chan & Sr. Rosalie Lacorte delivered heartfelt words of thanks to alumnae for their 
support over the years. 

     
 

Also in October, our Canadian schoolmates had a gala to celebrate the 40th Anniversary of the MCS Former 
Students Association of Ontario. We sponsored an ad in their program book and a few NY alumnae attended 
the Toronto gala. 

The Sisters Center sends out a Maryknoll Sisters Annual Report every year to donors, and last year we 
contributed a writeup to the “Alumni Reflections” section in the report. 

Last but not least, several Steering Committee members contributed to the February 2025 MCS Centenary 
Gala in Hong Kong, by doing the following: 

 Spent days at the Maryknoll Archives to identify and select historical photos from the time the Maryknoll 
Sisters first landed in Hong Kong, and had them scanned for the Gala Organizing Committee. 

 Produced a video to remind gala attendees of our heritage, updating them on where all the Sisters are these 
days, and helping them understand how we can all contribute to a better quality of life for Sisters retired at 
the Sisters Center. This video will hopefully not just be shown at the gala but also be posted online afterwards.  
We will email the video link to our tri-state alumnae after the video premiere at the gala on February 8th 2025. 

 

Alumnae/Students Visits 

The Steering Committee members have developed a Guided Tour of the Maryknoll Mission in Ossining, which 
covers not only the Sisters Center but also the Seminary. We had plenty of opportunities to serve as tour guides 
this past year, with the following visits:  

 

-3- 



 

 May 9th & 10th – Cordelia Chung (Chairperson, MCS Foundation) with Francisca Chan (Councillor, MCS 
Foundation) and their spouses. 
 

       
 

 

 
 August 10th – Samantha Tam (President, 

MCS FSA) with alumna Joyce Wong 
(previous EXCO, MCS FSA) and their 
families. 

 

 

 

 September 27th – 15 alumnae from the MCS Class of 1985.  

 

 November 20th– a group of 43 visitors, including 18 MCS students (Primary 5 – Form 2), their parents, 
teachers and school principals (both Primary & Secondary Schools). The students visited the Sisters Center 
after competing at the World Scholars Cup debate tournament at Yale University. Together with 
administrative staff and Sisters, our alumnae planned an all-day program for the group, including a tour 
of the Sisters Center; providing opportunities to meet, interact and perform for the elderly Sisters.  
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MAANY activities  

We organized the following events for New York tri-state MCS MSS alumnae: 

 March 2nd – Lunar New Year dim sum lunch at Congee Village, a happy gathering of 22 alumnae,         
2 spouses, 1 mom and 2 children. 
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 October 31st – Tour of the historic Untermyer Gardens in Yonkers led by Helen Wong (Steering Committee 
member) who is an official docent there. 

     

 
 

 December 13th – Luncheon at Hudson Yards followed by a walk on the High Line & Little Island. 

    
 

In addition to fun activities and gatherings, we also have a small group of MCS volunteers who visit the elderly 
Sisters on a weekly basis. Anne Kong, Annette Chan-Norris, Helen Wong, and Ada Tang (with husband Franklin) 
engage with the Sisters in many ways. There are the Friday Koffee Klatch when the Sisters listen to music 
(performed by a local group that has been going to the Center for many years) and our volunteers chat with 
those in attendance, field trips such as shopping and lunch at a mall; and most importantly, talking to Sisters who 
have few or no visitors, or have dementia, and are often alone during the day. If you have time and would like 
to visit the Sisters, please email us at mcsmss.alumnae.ny@gmail.com. 

As you can see, we had a very productive 2024!  We are now preparing for the MCS Centenary celebration in 
Hong Kong when 14 of us from the tri-state area will be attending the Gala event on February 8th, 2025. 

We hope to see you at more fun activities in 2025.  

Best Wishes for Health and Happiness! 新年快樂 身體健康 心想事成 萬事如意! 

Steering Committee,  

Maryknoll Alumnae Association of New York (MAANY)         January 25th 2025 
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