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Upcoming Event  from  
President Cecille 

Dear fellow members: 
 
The committee has organized  the presentation of the  
"Disaster Preparedness"  Workshop by Canadian 
Red Cross on October 16th (Saturday) from 3:30 p.m.-5:30 p.m. at 
Richmond Centre for Disability.  Ms. Kenny Leung will be talking about 
what to do to prevent and protect ourselves from fires, floods, power 
failure and earthquakes.  Light Refreshment at $5 per person.   
Click here to read more.. 
 
Following the presentation, Katy Lang is here from Hong Kong to  
update us on the fundraising Maryknoll Sisters Documentary film 
“Trailblazers in Habits” for our Maryknoll Sisters in their Mother 
Houses.  She will be spending 15-20 minutes on the film project and 
also will answer any questions on it.  Click here to read more.. 
 
Just to add more to the event, do join us for dinner at the Centre for  
additional $10 per person after the presentation.  We will have our 
committee meeting at around 6:30 p.m.  It’s informal and enjoy  
mingling with all your friends.  DO COME AND JOIN US! 
 
RSVP Cecille @ cchui3@yahoo.ca before October 13th, thanks! 
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Maryknoll Convent School 
Alumni (B.C.) Association 

One day tour - Harrison & Chilliwack - August 14, 2010 

The day trip went very well.  We had a total of 34 members 

and  friends  attending.    Blessed  by  the  beautiful  warm 

weather, all have a fabulous time visiting the Westminster 

Abbey  in  Mission,  lunch  at  Harrison  Hot  Springs,  Jade 

Budda  display  in  Aldergrove,  lavender  farm  gardens  in 

Langley and  shopping  for  local produce.   Ending  the day, 

we  all  enjoyed  the  Prime  Rib  Dinner  at  Four  Points  

Sheraton Hotel.  Thank you Sybil for organizing. 

 

More photos can be viewed on our website.. 




  


 


 


October 16, 2010 Saturday 


3:30 – 5:30 PM 


Richmond Centre for Disability  


(100-5671 No.3 Road, Richmond) 
 


 
 


Guest Speaker: Kenny Leung, Canadian Red Cross  
 


Come join us! Light Refreshment Provided! 


$5 per person, pay at door 


Space limited, registration recommended! 


Contact Your Membership Officers 


For Details 


MARYKNOLL CONVENT SCHOOL ALUMNI (B.C.) ASSOCIATION 


PREPARE – PREVENT – PROTECT 
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Disaster Awareness Workshop 2010.pdf




TRAILBLAZERS IN HABITS


You can be part of the team to make it happen…


A one hour documentary on the Maryknoll Sisters
and their ninety years of pioneering work in Hong Kong







In 1922, six nuns in sweeping grey habits arrived by steamer in Hong Kong from the 
U.S. to begin a mission. They had few resources other than their own faith, dedication and 
what can only be described as a divinely inspired ingenuity. But over the next nearly 90 
years,  the  Maryknoll  Sisters  established  six  thriving  schools  and  a  hospital.  They 
committed themselves to education and healthcare, and basically laid the foundation for 
Hong Kong’s social welfare system.


To commemorate the Maryknoll  Sisters’ remarkable contribution to the development of 
modern Hong Kong, a group of Maryknoll alumnae, are collaborating on a documentary: 
Trailblazers in Habits.  Its completion is timed to coincide with the 100th Anniversary of 
the founding of the Maryknoll  Sisters Congregation,  in Ossining,  New York, by Mother 
Mary Joseph in 1912.


Why a film?  People in Hong Kong know the Maryknoll Sisters as those who started the 
famous Maryknoll Convent School (MCS) and Maryknoll Sisters School (MSS). And those 
who attended MCS and MSS know the Sisters as inspirational teachers and mentors. But  
the  full  scope  of  their  work  in  the  city  extends  well  beyond  the  two  schools  and  the 
accomplishments of their graduates, and much of it remains surprisingly little-known and 
undocumented.


For instance, in the 1950s and ‘60s, the Sisters started four other schools, in King’s Park, 
Kwun Tong and Chai Wan, to educate thousands of children whose families had fled 
Communism in Mainland China. Although their campuses may not have been as grand as 
those of MCS and MSS, these schools provided the same high-quality education because 
the Sisters believed then, as they do today, that a solid education is every child’s right. 







In the early 1950s, hundreds of thousands of refugees were living in wooden fire-prone 
shanties. The Sisters built stone houses for them and taught the women marketable skills 
so they could help support their families. At one time, Our Lady of Maryknoll Hospital was 
the only major medical facility serving refugees in the  Wong Tai Sin area. Many Sisters 
worked  as  physicians  and  surgeons,  nurses,  laboratory  technicians  and  pharmacists. 
Quite a few even mastered the local dialects in order to better assist patients and their 
families.


The Sisters’ numerous contributions to Hong Kong, in education, in social  work and in 
medicine  can be  traced  in  old  photographs  and  musty  records  but  have  never  been 
formally documented in film. To correct this serious oversight, a one-hour film documentary 
will highlight the Sisters’ unsung efforts and the enormous impact they have had in the 
transformation of Hong Kong from an underdeveloped, crowded city into a more civilized 
and humane place that many call home. 


Over the past year, we have interviewed about 20 sisters—many now well advanced in 
age—to hear their stories. Each sister’s contribution to the history of Hong Kong is unique, 
and together they constitute a powerful reminder of what a lifetime of creatively applied 
selflessness and dedication can accomplish... Sola Nobilitas Virtus personified.  We want 
to share their example with the world, and plan to distribute the film widely at film festivals 
and to broadcast it internationally. The film will also be used in various fund raising events 
to support the Sisters and their continued efforts to serve humanity







The director, Nancy Tong (MCS ’71), is renowned for “In the Name of the Emperor,” which 
won the Special Jury Award at the  San Francisco International Film Festival in 1995. 
She also collaborated on films including “Cancer: From Evolution to Revolution,” which 
won the George Foster Peabody Award in 2001, and “Who Killed Vincent Chin”, which 
was nominated for the Best  Documentary Film Category of  The  Academy Awards in 
1989. 


In order to achieve the goal of completing the film by the Centennial in 2012, production 
has already begun and is well underway. This trailer will give you a taste of what is to  
come: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdD3zXTU0QU 


As is true of any serious documentary film, production costs are not insignificant, even 
after  factoring  in  hours  of  voluntary  work.  We  have  budgeted  US$250,000  for 
Trailblazers in Habits and must seek funding from Maryknollers and others interested in 
preserving the legacy of the Maryknoll Sisters.


It is with the utmost urgency that we appeal to you to help make this documentary a 
reality. All donations are tax deductible, and all income from sales of the film will be 
donated to the Maryknoll Sisters Center.


Thank you so much for participating in this worthy project to honor the Sisters!



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fdD3zXTU0QU





~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


Yes, I would like to be part of the team to help document the Maryknoll Sisters’ work in Hong 
Kong.  I would like to contribute the following amount:


(  ) Patron: HK$40,000 and above (will receive special credit in the film; two tickets to the VIP reception 
and Gala Premiere, and one Special Edition DVD) _____ (please specify amount)


Name of individual(s), organization or name of group as you wish to be listed in the film 
credits:


_________________________________________________________________


(   )  Benefactor:  HK$20,000 - 39,999 (two tickets to the VIP reception and Gala Premiere, and 
one Special Edition DVD) _____ (please specify amount)


(   )  Sponsor:  HK$8,000 – 19,999 (one Special Edition DVD and one ticket to Gala Premiere) 
_____ (please specify amount)


(   )  Contributor:  HK$4,000 – 7,999 (one Special Edition DVD) _____ (please specify amount)


(   )  Supporter: HK $100 - 3,999 _____ (please specify amount)


Please make checks payable to: The Maryknoll Sisters
Indicate funding code: 4608


Send to: Flat 6C, Block 11
Tak Chee Yuen
88 Tat Chee Avenue
Yau Yat Chuen
Kowloon, Hong Kong


My last name: 
First name: 
(  ) I am an alumna of MSC/MSS, class of:


Address: 


Email address:


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Or you can make a donation with your credit card or by electronic fund transfer through the 
Maryknoll Sisters website:
www.maryknollsisters.org/trailblazers


Thank you!



http://www.maryknollsisters.org/trailblazers
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A very special historic event occurred on October 1, 2010 at the Maryknoll Sisters Center, New York.  It 
was the English Literature teacher, Sister Agnes Mckeirnan's 100th Birthday.  Sister was very happy that 
eight members of her family came from Seattle, Washington and Alaska.  Among them were Sister's  
elderly brother, Joseph and her sister, Mary Frances, her nephews and nieces and a grand nephew. It was 
a very joyous occasion.  There were a special Eucharistic Liturgy, a party and a dinner. Sister  spoke a few 
words over the microphone and she wished us (you included) to live to at least 100 years of age.      
Cynthia Pon, MCS Class of 1980, came from Washington D.C. to celebrate with Sister.  Cynthia 
comes frequently to spend a day or two with Sister, telling Sister stories, taking her out to the garden to sit 
in the sun and to get some fresh air.          ~ from Sister Teresa Leung ~ 

New Member  
Christine Ng ‘77 

 Now we have reached  
168 members .. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM CAN BE 
DOWNLOADED FROM OUR WEBSITE 

www.mcsalumnibc.org 

JOIN THE  

BOARD  

FOR  

2010-2011  

 

 

 

Stay tuned for our  
upcoming AGM  

in December 


